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5RXWH���D���=HXV�3HDN�DQG�=HXV�&DYH��
 
 
6WUHWFK�  Agía Marína (Αγ α Μαρ να) – Mount Zeus (ZEYS  or  ZAS), Cave (σπηλι ) - 
Filóti (Φιλ τι); ca. 8 - 9 km 
 
7LPH�  about 5 - 6 hours; ascent to peak 1.5 - 2 hours 
 
0DS� the Naxos map from Anavasi editions from 2003 (scale 1:40000) is helpful. 
 
*36�GDWD���http://www.ucke.de/christian/naxos/GPS-data/GPS-English.htm�
 
&RPPHQWV�  Choose a clear day for the ascent. General map of the Aegean Islands and 
binoculars recommended. In the summer start as early as possible. It can be rather windy and 
cool on the peak, even in the summer. The way from the peak to the cave is more difficult, 
otherwise the wander-route is easy.  
 
 
'HVFULSWLRQ�  Take the bus until the IRUN�WR�'DQDNRV (∆ανακ ς; N 370 02’ 47.0’’  E 250 30’ 
14.2’’) the bus stops here upon request. Follow this road to Danakos uphill for 400 m to the 
FKDSHO�$JLD�0DULQD (N 370 02’ 41.7’’  E 250 30’ 25.6’’), which is located exactly on the 
crest. You could also take a taxi directly to Agia Marina, of course.  

At first the path is clear and easy. The 
path is marked by red-white signs with 
"2". It starts directly at the chapel and 
heads southeast, winding slowly up the 
slope. After 500 m you come to a 
ZDWHULQJ�SODFH with drinkable spring 
water (N 370 02’ 22.7’’  E 250 30’ 35.3’’). 
Nearby on a projecting marble block you 
can see the inscription in Old Greek 
2526�',26�0+/:6,28 (Mount Zeus, 
Protector of the Herds) which is 
mentioned in many travel descriptions. 
Unfortunately, some modern day 
barbarians have added the inscription of 
their own initials to it. 

Shortly after the drinking-place the 
way winds up more steeply in serpentines 

through open marble rocks. It is somewhat less distinct, and in case of doubt stay up higher. 
Here as well as before there will be forks with red markings which indicate other routes up to 
the peak. After 800 m you come to the remains of two old round OLPHNLOQV (diameter about 4 
m; like very wide wells; N 370 02’ 18.6’’  E 250 30’ 46.5’’).  

Here you should turn off the distinct path which continues south and instead head towards 
the southwest to west. First you go along a small wall, then straight up along animal paths to 
the peak. The flat, thorny phrygana can hinder you at first, then the way becomes stony. 

 
From the SHDN�RI�0RXQW�=HXV or in New Greek =DV (Ζ ς; the altitude is about 1000 m; N 

370 01’ 49.5’’  E 250 30’ 08.6’’) there is a grand view out over the island of Naxos and the 

 
 

$Q�ROG�LQVFULSWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ZD\�WR�0RXQW�=HXV�
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$�URXJK�VNHWFK�RI�WKH�=HXV�&DYH�

surrounding Cyclades. If we can believe earlier travel authors, even Asia Minor could be seen 
on a clear day. Vultures often circle around the peak at an appropriate distance.  

To the southsoutheast there is the tower of Chimarrou (Π ργος το  Χειµ ρρου), to the 
northnortheast the monastery Fotodotis (Φωτοδ της). Neither structure stands out much 
against the surroundings. Mount Zeus slopes off to the northwest in a steep wall about 200 m 
long. There, in an incisive boulder field, is the Zeus Cave, but its entrance cannot be seen 
from the peak. Experienced climbers can climb down to this boulder field and from there 
directly to the cave. 

You can return the same route you came and wait for the bus on the street from Filoti to 
Apirantos or else look for the way direct to Filoti somewhat further along the street in the 
direction towards Filoti. 

If you feel strong enough to continue on to the cave, turn north from the peak and descend 
to the boulder field in a large arc almost to the south. In this way you can circumvent the steep 
wall. Blue marked dots help for orientation. 

Continue carefully down the steep boulder field. 
After 300 m you can see the narrow entrance to the 
FDYH (N 370 02’  04.7’ ’   E 250 29’  57.8’ ’ ), back 
somewhat on the northern side. Just beneath the 
entrance there is a watering-place with drinkable 
spring water. The cave is, in principle, secured by a 
locked door, but this is constantly broken open and 
thus often stands open. 

The cave is now called Argia (Η σπηλι  
στ’ Αργι ). In old descriptions it is called the Zeus 
or Jupiter Grotto, since according to one legend 
Zeus was raised here. 

The cave is damp and warm, at the beginning still flat in the interior and then quickly 
becoming slippery and full of rough stones. If you are alone and without a good flashlight, an 
inspection of the 150 m deep cave is dangerous or even impossible. In the cave you can hear 
bats; additional occupants are big yellow spiders. 

The royal Saxon mountain commissioner Karl Gustav FIEDLER (1791-1859) traveled 
through this land from 1834 to 1837 by order of the Greek government to gather information 
about the geological sites and their exploitation, among other things. His report in the book 
"Reise durch alle Theile des Königreichs Griechenland" ("Travels through all the Parts of 
Royal Greece"), part 2, Leipzig 1841, contains the following description of the cave: 

 
7KH�=HXV�&DYH�RQ�1D[RV�

 

)URP�KHUH�,�OHIW�WKH�QH[W�GD\�IRU�WKH�=HXV�JURWWR��ZKLFK�LV�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�URFN\�ZHVW�
SUHFLSLFH�RI�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�'LD��QRZ�SURQRXQFHG�=LD���DERXW�����KRXUV�VRXWK�RI�
.HUDPL��7KH�JURWWR�JRHV�LQWR�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�K�����

� �
�WR�WKH�QRUWKHDVW��7KH�HQWUDQFH�LV�

RQO\�IHZ�/U�
� �
�KLJK�DQG�ZLGH�DQG�LV�FORVHG�E\�D�GU\�ZDOO�DQG�D�GRRU��$W�WKH�IURQW�RQH�

VHHV�D�NLQG�RI�PDVRQU\�WKDW�VHUYHV�DV�DQ�DOWDU��XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�D�EURNHQ�RLO�
ODPS��7KLV�SODFH�LV�FDOOHG�WKH�&KXUFK�WR�WKH�+RO\�0RWKHU�RI�WKH�*URWWR�$SDQDMD��
$MLD�3DQDJLD���
,I�RQH�FRQWLQXHV�RQ�D�ELW�IXUWKHU�LQWR�WKH�FDYH��WKHUH�LV�D�VPDOO�VHFRQGDU\�FDYH�RQ�
WKH�ULJKW�ZKLFK�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�FRQVHFUDWHG�DV�D�FKXUFK��7KH�FDYH��ZKLFK�LV�UDWKHU�
IODW�IURP�WKH�HQWUDQFH�WR�KHUH��LV�DOVR�RQO\�VHYHUDO�/U��ZLGH�DQG�D�IHZ�/U��KLJK�KHUH��
,I�RQH�JRHV�RQ�VHYHUDO�/U��IXUWKHU��D�ODUJH��ZLGH�YDXOW�DSSHDUV�VXGGHQO\��2QH�
GHVFHQGV�GRZQ�LQWR�WKLV�DQG�ZDONV�RQ�RYHU�VOLSSHU\��VKDUS�HGJHG�VWRQH�EORFNV�
ZKLFK�KDYH�IDOOHQ�ZLOGO\�RQ�WRS�RI�RQH�DQRWKHU��VR�WKDW�RQH�PXVW�FOLPE�IRUZDUG�



Ucke, Christian: Walking tours on Naxos ©      date: September 2003 
 

 

 - 3 - 

FDUHIXOO\�VLQFH�DW�DQ\�PRPHQW�RQH�FRXOG�EUHDN�D�OHJ�RU�VFUDSH�VNLQ�DQG�IOHVK�IURP�
WKH�ERQHV��7KH�LPPHQVH�KLJK�YDXOW�ZDV�IRUPHG�IURP�VRXQG�OLPHVWRQH�EHGV�DQG�KDV�
QR�VWDODFWLWHV��
7KH�ODUJH�FDYLW\�H[WHQGV�UDWKHU�IDU�WR�WKH�QRUWK��2QH�VHHV�KHUH�WKH�RIWHQ�
SHUSHQGLFXODUO\�VHSDUDWHG�OLPHVWRQH�EHGV�ZKLFK�VWULNH�K����DQG�GLS�DERXW����
GHJUHHV�WR�WKH�VRXWKHDVW��&RPSOHWHO\�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQPRVW�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDYH�RQH�
PRXQWV�WR�D�VPDOO�VHFRQGDU\�FDYH�ZKLFK�HQGV�WKH�ELJ�FDYH��6RPH�VWDODFWLWHV�DUH�
KHUH��\HW�EXW�OLWWOH�GDPDJHG��WKXV�EXW�OLWWOH�YLVLWHG��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�VWDODFWLWHV�DUH�IODW�
DQG�FRQVLVW�RI�URG�VKDSHG�VHFUHWHG�OLPHVWRQH�VSDU�ZKLFK�LQ�VRPH�SODFHV�FRYHUV�WKH�
ZDOOV�LQ�D�VWDODFWLWH�GHSRVLW�VHYHUDO�LQFKHV�WKLFN��6RPH�RI�WKH�VWDODFWLWHV�DUH�RQO\�����
LQFK�WKLFN�EXW�DV�ZLGH�DQG�DV�HYHQO\�SOHDWHG�DV�KDQJLQJ�UREHV��VRPH�RI�WKHP�KDYH�
YHU\�GHOLFDWH��UHJXODUO\�QRWFKHG�HGJHV�VLQFH�OLWWOH�VWDODFWLWHV�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�IRUPHG�DOO�
RYHU�EXW�ZHUH�IRUPHG�UHJXODUO\�QH[W�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�XQWLO�WKH�ZDWHU�IURP�HDFK�SHDN�
VWRSSHG�GULSSLQJ��DQG�WKHVH�QRZ�SURMHFW�DERXW�����LQFK�IURP�WKH�FRPPRQ�VXUIDFH��
7KLV�FDYH�KDV�QRWKLQJ�HVSHFLDOO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ��RQH�VHHV�D�ODUJH��GDUN�YDXOW�DQG�JHWV�
WKH�EHVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�LW�LV�OLW�XS�DW�YDULRXV�VSRWV�DQG�RQH�VWDQGV�ZKHUH�WKH�IURQW�
HQWUDQFH�RSHQV�LQWR�WKH�ODUJH�YDXOW��ZLWKRXW�FOLPELQJ�DURXQG�RQ�LWV�EURNHQ�SLHFHV��,W�
LV�VDLG�WKDW�RUJLHV�ZHUH�FHOHEUDWHG�LQ�WKLV�JURWWR��LQ�UHDOLW\�WKLV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�
EHVW�JURXQG�WR�EULQJ�UDYLQJ�SHRSOH�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�VHQVHV��RQO\�WKH�IURQW�SDUW�LV�VDLG�
WR�KDYH�VHUYHG�IRU�WKLV��VR�WKHUH�ZHUHQ
W�PDQ\�UDYLQJ�SHRSOH�RQ�1D[RV��,QFLGHQWDOO\��
WKLV�FDYH�PD\�YHU\�ZHOO�KDYH�VHUYHG�IRU�VHFUHWLYH�FHUHPRQLHV��DV�DQ\�GDUN�FDYH�FDQ��
7KLV�FDYH�ZDV�IRUPHG�WKURXJK�D�ULVLQJ�XS�DQG�ORZHULQJ�GRZQ�RI�OD\HUV��ZKHUH�WKH�
KLJKHVW�DQJOH�ZDV�IRUPHG�LW�ZDV�VXIILFLHQW�WR�IRUP�D�NLQG�RI�URRI��ZKLOH�WKH�OD\HUV�
EHQHDWK�EURNH�GXULQJ�WKH�ORZHULQJ�DQG�WKXV�IRUPHG�WKH�FDYLW\��:KHQ�RQH�LV�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�'LD�0RXQWDLQ�DQG�WKH�ORZ�OLPHVWRQH�UDQJH�RSSRVLWH�WR�WKH�ZHVW��RQH�VHHV�WKDW�
WKH�OD\HUV�RI�WKH�ORZ�UDQJH�IDOO�WR�WKH�ZHVW��DV�LV�XVXDOO\�WKH�FDVH�IRU�OD\HUV�RQ�WKH�
ZHVW�VLGH��ZKLOH�WKH�OD\HUV�RI�WKH�'LD�IDOO�WR�WKH�VRXWKHDVW��VR�RQH�VHHV�FOHDUO\�ZKDW�
DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�ULVLQJ�WRRN�SODFH�WKHUH��7KLV�FDYH�LV��KRZHYHU��ZKHQ�RQH�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�
'LD
V�LPPHQVH�PDVV��QRWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�D�EDQN�ZKLFK�KDV�EURNHQ�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�
PRXQWDLQ��7KH�EDVLF�PRXQWDLQ�LV�QRW�UHYHDOHG�DQ\ZKHUH�RQ�WKLV�VLGH�RI�WKH�'LD��
ULJKW�GRZQ�WR�LWV�IRRW�RQO\�OLPHVWRQH�LV�LQ�YLHZ��
7KH�FDYH�LV�QDWXUDOO\�LQKDELWHG�E\�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�EDWV�ZKLFK�DSSHDU�WR�EH�
VRPHWKLQJ�VSHFLDO�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�KHUH��7KH\�ZHUH�OXFN\�QRW�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�QDUURZ�IURQW�
HQWUDQFH�WKLV�WLPH��SUREDEO\�WKH\�ZHUH�KDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�YDXOW�RI�WKH�ODUJH�FDYLW\���
EHFDXVH�P\�FRPSDQLRQV��ZKR�KDG�OLW�D�ILUH�WKHUH��RIWHQ�VDLG��LI�RQO\�ZH�KDG�D�EDW�
�Q\NWHULKGD��WR�EXUQ��:KHQ�,�DVNHG�ZK\��WKH\�RQO\�DOZD\V�DQVZHUHG��HWVL�� τζι���
ZKLFK�PHDQV�VR��
�
��1RWH��/U��LV�WKH�DEEUHYLDWLRQ�IRU�/DFKWHU��ZKLFK�LV���IHHW���LQFKHV��/HLS]LJHU�PHDVXUHPHQW���
DSSUR[������P��K��LV�WKH�DEEUHYLDWLRQ�IRU�KRUD��KRXU��DQG�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�WLPH�PHQWLRQHG�
DIWHUZDUGV�LQGLFDWHV�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ��K��� �$]LPXW��� � ��PHDQV�6:�12�6RXWK�GLUHFWLRQ��K����PHDQV�
(DVW�:HVW�GLUHFWLRQ��K����PHDQV�1RUWK�6RXWK�GLUHFWLRQ��

 
 

From the cave go down into the valley, keeping more to the north. After 300 to 400 m, 
leaving the northwestern section, you reach a JURYH with high, shady plane-trees (N 37° 2' 
10.9" E 25° 29' 37.6"). Throughout the entire year fresh drinking water bubbles up from an 
old spring enframed by a round marble pool here. 1997 the whole place was restored. 

From here an asphalted road leads to Filoti. In a curve of this road there is the big white 
domed FKXUFK $JtD�,UtQL�(N 37° 2' 39.3"  E 25° 29' 31.8"). Here you can go down directly a 
steep slope to an asphalted road to Filoti. There is no good trail. Alternatively you pass the 
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church and follow the asphalted road with serpentines to Filoti. This possibility needs more 
time and is boring. 

A nicer path starts westward down from the water reservoir. The path, sometimes a bit 
unclear and even difficult at first but then more and more distinct, leads along the slope right 
to Filoti. You finally pass a not yet ready restored PLOO (N 370 02’  41.9’ ’   E 250 29’  21.6’ ’ ), 
from where you can see Filoti's garbage dump, and near it you reach the dirt road which leads 
from Filoti to the south of the island (tower of Chimarrou to Kalandos). Filoti with its bus 
station is 1 km away. 
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