Ucke, Christian: Walking tours on Naxos © date: September 2003
SRAWM D =HXV3HINDQG=HXV&DYH

6WHMK AgiaMarina(Agia Mar ina) —Mount Zeus (ZEYS or ZAS), Cave(sphl id) -
Filéti (Fil 6ti); ca. 8-9km

7P H about 5 - 6 hours; ascent to peak 1.5 - 2 hours
0 D5 the Naxos map from Anavas editions from 2003 (scale 1:40000) is helpful.
* 36 GDW http://www.ucke.de/christian/naxos/GPS-datal GPS-English.htm

&RP P HQWV Choose a clear day for the ascent. General map of the Aegean Islands and
binoculars recommended. In the summer start as early as possible. It can be rather windy and
cool on the peak, even in the summer. The way from the peak to the cave is more difficult,
otherwise the wander-route is easy.

' FWFUSWRY Take the bus until the IRNWR' DQDNRV(DanakoV: N 37° 02 47.07 E 25° 30
14.2"’) the bus stops here upon request. Follow this road to Danakos uphill for 400 m to the
FKDSHS$ JIDO DUCD(N 37° 02’ 41.7" E 25°30° 25.6'"), which is located exactly on the
crest. You could aso take ataxi directly to Agia Marina, of course.

At first the path is clear and easy. The
path is marked by red-white signs with
"2". It starts directly at the chapel and
heads southeast, winding slowly up the
slope. After 500 m you cometo a
ZDMIQI SOFHwith drinkable spring
water (N 37°02' 22.7" E25° 30’ 35.3").
Nearby on a projecting marble block you
can see theinscription in Old Greek
2526"',260 +/: 6,28 (Mount Zeus,
Protector of the Herds) whichis
mentioned in many travel descriptions.
Unfortunately, some modern day
N barbarians have added the inscription of

their own initialsto it.
WRO RXQMHKV Shortly after the drinking-place the
way winds up more steeply in serpentines
through open marble rocks. It is somewhat less distinct, and in case of doubt stay up higher.
Here aswell as before there will be forks with red markings which indicate other routes up to
the peak. After 800 m you come to the remains of two old round @P HNL@V(diameter about 4
m; like very wide wells; N 37° 02 18.6"" E 25° 30’ 46.5"").

Here you should turn off the distinct path which continues south and instead head towards
the southwest to west. First you go along asmall wall, then straight up along animal paths to
the peak. The flat, thorny phrygana can hinder you at first, then the way becomes stony.
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From the SHONR 0 RXQA=HXVor in New Greek =DV(ZaV, the dtitude is about 1000 m; N
37°01' 495" E 25°30' 08.6"") thereisagrand view out over theisland of Naxos and the
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surrounding Cyclades. If we can believe earlier travel authors, even AsiaMinor could be seen
on aclear day. Vultures often circle around the peak at an appropriate distance.

To the southsoutheast there is the tower of Chimarrou (Por goVt ov Ceindir r ou), to the
northnortheast the monastery Fotodotis (F wt odot h\). Neither structure stands out much
against the surroundings. Mount Zeus slopes off to the northwest in a steep wall about 200 m
long. There, in anincisive boulder field, isthe Zeus Cave, but its entrance cannot be seen
from the peak. Experienced climbers can climb down to this boulder field and from there
directly to the cave.

Y ou can return the same route you came and wait for the bus on the street from Filoti to
Apirantos or elselook for the way direct to Filoti somewhat further aong the street in the
direction towards Filoti.

If you feel strong enough to continue on to the cave, turn north from the peak and descend
to the boulder field in alarge arc amost to the south. In thisway you can circumvent the steep
wall. Blue marked dots help for orientation.

Continue carefully down the steep boulder field.
After 300 m you can see the narrow entrance to the
FOYH(N 37°02' 04.7'" E 25° 29 57.8'"), back
somewhat on the northern side. Just beneath the
entrance there is a watering-place with drinkable
spring water. The caveis, in principle, secured by a
locked door, but this is constantly broken open and
thus often stands open.

The caveisnow called Argia(H sphlida

$ IRAIKVNHAK R WH=HXV&DYH st'Argd). Inold descriptionsit is called the Zeus

or Jupiter Grotto, since according to one legend
Zeuswas raised here.

The cave is damp and warm, at the beginning still flat in the interior and then quickly
becoming dlippery and full of rough stones. If you are alone and without a good flashlight, an
inspection of the 150 m deep cave is dangerous or even impossible. In the cave you can hear
bats; additional occupants are big yellow spiders.

The royal Saxon mountain commissioner Karl Gustav FIEDLER (1791-1859) travel ed
through this land from 1834 to 1837 by order of the Greek government to gather information
about the geological sites and their exploitation, among other things. His report in the book
"Reise durch alle Theile des Konigreichs Griechenland” ("Travels through al the Parts of
Royal Greece"), part 2, Leipzig 1841, contains the following description of the cave:

7TKH=HXV&DHRQ1 O RV

) URP KHH, GIVWKHQH WD, |RUKH=HXV/JURWR Z KLEK LV GFDMGROWHURAN Z HiV
SUASIFHR \WHPRXQBLQ' 1D QZ SRRXFG=ID DERAW  KRAUNRXKR

. HLPL 7KHIJRARJRVIQORWHPRQBIOK  \R\WHQRUM-DW\7 KHHOADGRHLY
RO IHZ /U KUK DIGZIGHDGLYFRHGE DAY ZDODQGDGRRJ $VWHILRQARH
\VHH/DNGGR PDRQY \KDWHYH/DVDQDAEU XSRQZ KK \WHHLYD ELRNHDRO
@PS 7KLY SOFHLYFDIGWHEKXUAK \R\KH+ RD 0 RKHUR \WH* URIR$ SDD\D
$ND3DQILD

1| RHFRQIMM/RQD BEWXUKHULQR WHFDYH \WH HLYD\P DDHRQEW FOYHRQ
\KHULIKVZ KLFK KDVDOR EHHQFRQHAUDMG DVD FKXURK. 7KHFDYH Z KLEK LVUDKHU
|OWURP \KHHQADGAH\R KHH LVDORRQD \YHDO' U ZIGHDQGDIHZ / U KUK KHH
| RHIRVRQVHYH.DO U IXUKHJ D@UIH Z LGHYDXODSSHDUAKGEHID 2 CH
GHAHIB/GRZ QLQR\KYDGZ DOVRQRHMISSHY  \KDLS HEJHGE WRCHEGAN/

Z KLFK KDYHI DB Z LABD ROVRS R RHDGRAHU \R\KDARHP XWFTP E IRIZ DUG

2.
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FDLHX@ MQAHDAIQ. P RP HOMRHFRX@GELHOND G RIVAUDSHWN.QDQG I BWK I LRP
\WHERGH/ 7KHLP P HQHKLIK YDX®Z DVIRP HGIURP \RXQG TP HARGHEHB/DQGKDV
R \UBDRNAY

7 KH@LHFDYWH \WQG/ DM DU \KHCRUN 2 GHVHH/KHHWHRWD
SH.SHEFXOUD WEDDMGQP HARGHEHD/Z KIFK MUNHK  DQGAS CERXW
GIUHARWH\RAK-DIE RP SBIMD LOWHGQRIMH P RVWHRNROR \WHFDYHRCH

P RXQWV\R D\P DVHRIEW FDYHZ KK HOBAKHEL] FDYH 6RP HWBXDRYMY/DLH
KHLH \ FADANDNBIGOP DIHG WXV EXWDNBIYAMMG 0 RWAR \KEVHBOANA DUHIOW
DQGFROIMAR URG \KDSHGVHRUHMG QP BARGH\SDUZ KLFK LQ\RP HSOAH/FRYHY/WH
Z DOV LQD WD MM G-SRANHYHDAGKHAKEN 6RP HR \WH WA/ DHRD
LGFK \KLEN EX\WDV'Z LGHDQG DVHYHID SODMGDVKDQILQ UREHY \RPHR \MH-P KDYH
YHY GHIFDM UHIX@UD QRAKHS HEIHAGRH QABI\BORNAY Z DQMG\R BHIRP HG DD
R-UBXAZ HHIR P HEUHIXTUD GH VW RHDGQRNHUXQMDKHZ DAUILRP HDAK SHON
WRSSHGAUSSQY) DQGWHHQZ SIRURDERW  LGRKIURP \WHFRP P RQ\KUDAH
7K FDYHKDVQRKLQ) HGHADD IQMHY RHVH/DOUIH COINYDX@DIGIHV
\KHEHWAP SUIRMRQZ KHRLW/@AXS DIWDURXVASRN DG RHWBQG/Z KHHKHILRQ
HOADGRHRSHOVLQR \WH DL H YDXOVZ LWRAWATP BL.Q) DURXQGRQIWELRNDSHRHY | W
DADGWDWRULHYZ HHPHBELDMGLOWKMY/ JURMR. LQU-DON KLY Z RXTS KDYHEHHQ\WH
EHWAILRXQG\R EUQ) IDMQ) SHRSBIECANWRWHUMVHDA/ R0 WHILRYESDWANDG
\R KDYHVHUYHG IR \RWWHHZ HHQWP DQ. DY) SHRSBIRQ1 O RV , (G-
\KYFDYHPD. YHY Z HBKDYHVHYHG I ROVHRUARYHFHHP RQHY DVDQ @DUINFDYHFDQ
7K/FDYHZ DVIRPP HG\WWLRXIK DUMQ) XS DQGEZ HIQ) GRZQR @ HY ZKHHWH
KLIKHMDQIBIZ DVIRWP HGLIWZ DAKIILFHQARIRLP DNQGR URR Z KIGIWWHD HY
EH-DX BLRNHOUQ) WHEZ HIQ) DQGWWXVIR P HE\WHFDYW :© KHQRHLYEHEHD
\WH' LDO RXQBLQDQG\WHGZ @P HARHWDQIHRSSRUMVR\WHZ FIWRHVHHAKDAY
\WH@ HYR \KHGZ DQIHIDDRWWHZ FWADV LY X0 \WHFDWHIRUG HYRQWH

Z HINIGH Z KLGIWH@D\ HYR \WH' 1D 1 DR WHRAM-DIWR RIHVHVFODLD Z KD
DOLP SIRALYHUMQ) \RRNSOPHWHH 7KW FDYHLY KRZ HYH Z KHQRGHFRQUGH Y/ WH
' IDVIPPHQHP DW QRMQ) PRHWDQD EDONZ KIFK KDVELIR\HRGRZ QI URP \KH
PRXQELQ 7KHEDME P RQELQLQRNHAHDBGDQ Z KHHROWMWNGHR WH' 1D
WIKWERZ QR IWIRRARQD @P HARCHLYIQ YL

7KHFDYHLY DM DD LKOEWGE. DOUWHQP EHUR EDNVZ KIFK DSSHOUWR EH

\RP HKLQ) \S-HDORWHSHRSBIKHH 7KH ZHHOMN GRAREHIQWH@URZ [UIRQV
HOADGPHWLY WP H SURECE® \WH Z HHKDQILQ) ILRP \WHYDXOWR WH@UIHFDYW
EHDXHP\ FRP SDQRQY Z KRKDG@D ILLHWHH RWO\OLG Ll RQD ZHKDGDEDWV
QNALKE® \REXQ : KHD, DNHGZK \WH RID DZ D VDQZHHG HAL é¢zi

ZKIFKKPHXQAR

1RM / U MKHDERHVDIRQIRY DA ZKIFK LY [HAW LGRHY / HS] LIHUP HDWKUHP HQWV
DSSR P K MKHCERHYDARQIRUKRD KRXU DQG\RIHAKHUIZ W \KHWP HP HQMRGHG
D\MZ DLOVIQAFDMWHALHAIRD K $]IPXW  PHDQ/6: 12 6RAKNGLHARQ K PHXQ/
(DWW HMALHAIRY K PHDQ/1 RUK 6RAK ALHANRD

From the cave go down into the valley, keeping more to the north. After 300 to 400 m,
leaving the northwestern section, you reach a JURYHwith high, shady plane-trees (N 37° 2©
10.9" E 25° 29@37.6"). Throughout the entire year fresh drinking water bubbles up from an
old spring enframed by a round marble pool here. 1997 the whole place was restored.

From here an asphalted road leads to Filoti. In a curve of thisroad there is the big white
domed FKXUK $ JtD, UQL(N 37° 2€39.3" E 25° 29€31.8"). Here you can go down directly a
steep slope to an asphalted road to Filoti. Thereis no good trail. Alternatively you pass the
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church and follow the asphalted road with serpentines to Filoti. This possibility needs more
time and is boring.

A nicer path starts westward down from the water reservoir. The path, sometimes a bit
unclear and even difficult at first but then more and more distinct, leads aong the slope right
to Filoti. You finally pass anot yet ready restored P LG@(N 37° 02' 41.9"" E 25°29' 21.6'""),
from where you can see Filoti® garbage dump, and near it you reach the dirt road which leads
from Filoti to the south of the island (tower of Chimarrou to Kalandos). Filoti with its bus
stationis 1 km away.
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